Optimist International Oratorical Contest 2011-2012
North Carolina West District

John Laurents, District Committee Chairman

704-545-2277 (h)    704-578-0180 cell
johnlaurents@carolina.rr.com
Official Topic: “How my Optimism Helps me Overcome Obstacles”

Age limit: Under the age of 18 as of December 31, 2011
How to engage more kids

Clubs who wish to conduct an Oratorical Contest should consider ways to reach the most kids. The Oratorical Contest began in 1928 and is Optimist International’s longest running youth program. Here are some ideas that will help you reach more kids.

Contact your middle and High Schools

Speak to the Principal and meet with the language arts teachers. Ask them to consider running the contest at the school level by having all of their students, in the language arts classes, write a speech on the official topic. 
· Have the teachers encourage their students to give their speeches to their fellow students. 

· Have the teachers narrow the field down to those who want to compete at the school level.
· Set a date for the school competition

· Members of the Optimist Club judge the speeches at the school level

· Select three boys and three girls to compete at the club level

· Assign club members to be coaches for the winners at the school level. This is an opportunity to recruit new members who have speaking experience.
· Conduct the club contest

· Select one boy and one girl to advance to the zone competition (if held) and continue coaching the winners to the next level of competition. 

Planning guide, Publicity, entry forms and contest materials

Go to optimist.org; members; programs; scholarship contests; oratorical contest; oratorical contest quick links
Medallions, plaques and Certificates

Order from Corral Group: 800-739-9555 or go to the OI website under supplies

Monetary awards 

Clubs are allowed to give monetary awards of up to $500 per winner in addition to the official medallions. Club level awards may be in the form of scholarships, savings bonds or cash prizes and are completely discretionary.

District Scholarships

The boy and girl winner at the District level are each awarded a $2,500 Scholarship which is administered by The Optimist International Foundation. 

Time table

Club contests should be concluded by the end of March; Zone contests by mid-April and Regional contests by the end of April. 
Please notify John Laurents if your club is going to conduct an Oratorical Contest.
