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1st Quarter 
Mid-Atlantic 

Parallel District Conference 
Crowne Plaza ResortτAsheville, NC 

October 15-17, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Resort Drive 
Asheville, North Carolina 28806 

$109.00 + tax per night 
Reservations call:  1-888-9527 

Tell them you are with 
Optimist Mid Atlantic 

2nd Quarter 
Awards Luncheon District Meeting 

The Hawthorne Inn & Conference Center 
Winston Salem, NC 

February  11 & 12, 2011 

420 High Street, Winston Salem, NC 27101 
$75.00 + tax per night 

Includes Deluxe Hot Breakfast, Fitness Center 
Reservations call:  1-336-777-3000 

Tell them you are with NC West Optimist 

3rd Quarter 
Sports Awards Luncheon & 
District Oratorical Contest 
Gateway CenterτPark Inn 

Hickory, NC 
May 6 & 7, 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

909 Highway 70 SW 
Hickory, North Carolina 28602 

$72.00 + tax per night 
Reservations call:  1-828-328-5101 

4th Quarter 
District Convention 

Embassy Suites, Charlotte, NC 

August 19 & 20, 2011 
4800 South Tryon Street, Charlotte, NC 28217 

$94.00 + tax per night 
Accommodations are suites and include 

Full cooked to order breakfast and  
2 hour bar reception nightly for registered guests 

Reservations call:  704-527-8400 

javascript: showPhoto(4)
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  President - Optimist International 2010 -2011                         

 

 

 

Dear Optimist: 
 
Isnôt it great to be an Optimist? Arenôt you truly happy that one day, someone thought enough of you to in-
vite you to join an Optimist Club? I know that being an Optimist has been a tremendous blessing to me. It 
has been great for my heart. What a privilege it is to serve you and all other Optimists as President of Opti-
mist International. Wow! 
 
Chances are that you, too, are an Optimist leader. Congratulations! I think it is awesome that we have the 
opportunity to lead together this year. Leadership is many things. It is setting the example. It is making de-
cisions. It is building and maintaining a team. Leadership is about listening ï with your heart. Leaders are 
inspiring ï with words well delivered, and the silence of fierce determination. Leadership is staying in the 
arena. I promise you that I will do all of these things every day as your President ï and I invite you to do 
the same. 
 
It is very important that you and I develop new ways of service and membership so that we can attract 
those we have not yet reached. All of us as Optimists have an investment in this organization and should 
be a part of the solution. Our growth must be real and sustained. Together we can make this happen. 
 
I hope that your Club is easy to join and easy to belong to while also providing amazing opportunities to 
bring about positive change in the youth of your community and in your Members. I urge you to embrace 
all of the available technology to facilitate meaningful communication. Stay on the lookout for new ways to 
respond quickly and effectively to our ever-changing and increasingly challenging world. 
 
I look forward to the opportunity to meet you face to face so that I can say, ñThanks for all that you do.ò I 
am excited that we are on this journey together. I promise that it will be an exciting year. While we canôt 
know everything that will happen, we can be assured that in the end, every heart we touch and every life 
we change will know that Optimists do indeed bring out the best in kids. 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
Danny Rodgers 
2010-2011 Optimist International President 
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International Vice President Mid -Atlantic Region  2010 -2011                                         

 

WELCOME OPTIMISTS TO:  

ñBringing Out The Best In Kidsò  

2010-2011 

 
 

I am looking forward to the North Carolina West  District 
Team having a most successful year. Governor Lawrence 
has set achievement goals in New Club Building and 
Membership for the District and I hope that you, as an 
Optimist Team Member will help achieve these goals. Letôs 
grow the North Carolina West District for the benefit of the 
kids in your communities. 
 
Carol and I enjoyed visiting your District this past year and 
are looking forward to visiting with you again this year. 
Remember, I am here to help you achieve your goals. 
 
If you have any questions at any time I can be reached by: 
   
 Mail: 941 Eagle View Drive, Kodak, TN 37764 
 E-mail:  smokymtns98@bellsouth.net 
 Phone: 865.932.2915 

 

      Bob Buss, Vice President, Mid Atlantic Region  

 
 
  Districts in the Mid -Atlantic Region   Governors  
 
  03  Kentucky-West Virginia   Wayne Dunn 
  11 Tennessee     Lanetha C. Branch 
  16 Capital Virginia    Lloyd H. Adams 
  33 Maryland-South Delaware   Thomas Parran III 
  43 NC East     Lou Anna Hardee 
  44 NC West     Lawrence E. Kelley, Jr. 
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It is great honor to be your Governor this year 
in the best district in Optimist International. I 
have been an Optimist for 31 years, joining 
after serving in the US Army in Germany. I 
joined the Lenoir Optimist Club because I grew 
up in the club playing ball and doing what kids 
like to do,  ñHave Funò.  Well, I am still having 
fun and enjoy the great friends I have made in 
our District. I am the son of a great Optimist, a 
committed Optimist, and father of an Optimist. 
I will do my best this year to leave the District 

in better shape financially, and with more members than when starting the year. I have found over the past 
year preparing for this year, that when you are at the head of the pack, the view is much different. I applaud 
Past Governors for their great service. 
         
We, as a District, have an opportunity to make a big difference for our District and Optimist International. With 
time, declining membership, increased dues, and dropped clubs throughout Optimist International will drain 
our resources and lead to cuts in projects for the kids in the Optimist Programs.  We, as a District, need to set 
an example to other districts in Optimist International that it can be done.  Opening doors of new 
communication to our clubs and giving the Friend of Optimist program a chance, should lead to success this 
year. 
 
I want to congratulate those of you who came forward to serve in a leadership position. I know we have some 
new Lieutenant Governors this year. I make a promise to all of you. You will get the support you need to be 
Distinguished this year. If we are going to lead, then we need to roll our sleeves up and get with it. Why put 
off doing something that is needed until tomorrow?  I trust, optimistically, that I can get all of our District 
members behind me and make a difference this year. 
 
We all love kids, and we all believe in our creed ñto promise yourselfò. This year, we all need to ñPromise 
Yourself for the Love of Kidsò. Thatôs what we do is all about. Itôs time to get with it and make things happen. 
We have the best Optimists in Optimist International, and I want all of you to prove yourselves this year. 
At the bottom of the page is an announcement that was in the Lenoir News Topic and was distributed by my 
parents in July of 1954. I guess they knew something or 
were hoping for something out of me. The best I can do 
is make my mother proud. Thank you in advance for 
what I know in my heart will truly be a 
year to remember. Letôs all get 
together and leave a legacy that will 
be remembered for many years. 
 
Always Optimistically Yours, 

Lawrence Kelley, Jr. 
   

GOVERNOR, Lawrence Kelley, NC West District ð 2010-2011                                         
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Officers 2010 -2011                               North Carolina West District  #44

SECRETARY-TREASURER 

 Name: 
Spouse: 
Club: 
Address: 
 
 
Home: 
Mobile: 
Email: 
 

Sandy Middleton 
Keith  
#42350 Charlotte, Queen City 
621 Wingrave Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28270 
 
704-364-8558 
704-517-9390 
smiddleton1@carolina.rr.com 

ASSISTANT GOVERNOR 

 Name: 
Club: 
Address: 
 
 
 
 
Home: 
Mobile: 
Email: 
 

Dianne Mallard 
Stew  
#42270 Charlotte-Mallard Creek 
5502 McChesney Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28269-7188 
 
 
704-948-1752 
704-819-5929 
dmallard@yahoo.com 

GOVERNOR 

 Name: 
Spouse: 
Club: 
Address: 
 
 
Home: 
Mobile: 
Email: 
 

Lawrence Kelley, Jr. 
Kim 
#44250 Lenoir, NC 
3452 Cannon Ridge Rd. 
Lenoir, NC 28645 
 
828-754-5715 
828-496-8861 
kelley@twave.net 
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Officers 2010 -2011                               North Carolina West District  #44

IMMEDIATE PAST GOVERNOR 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AMBASSADOR  

 Name: 
Spouse: 
Club: 
Address: 
 
 
Home: 
Business: 
Mobile: 
Fax: 
Email 

 
 

GOVERNOR-ELECT 
CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS  

 Name: 
Club: 
Address: 
 
 
Home: 
Business: 
Mobile: 
 
Email: 
 

Kathy D. Howard 
#42000 Albemarle/ #44581 New Hope 
PO Box 44 
New London, NC 28127 
 
704-463-5028 
704-982-9185 
704-425-4493 
 
kdhoward@cvamerica.net  
khoward@southstreetfinancial.com 

Name: 
Spouse: 
Club 
 
Address: 
 
 
Home: 
Business: 
Mobile 
E-mail: 

Clement Hahn 
Juanita  
#44015 Asheville  
9 Glen Cove Road 
Arden, NC 28704 
 
 
828-684-6110 
828-254-2374 
828-230-4808 
cjhahn1@charter.net 
 
 

 PAST GOVERNOR 

Odell Witherspoon 
Willa  
#42217 Charlotte, Hidden Valley 
6601 Heatherbrook Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28213 
 
704-596-1735 
704-504-2384 
704-807-7231 
704-504-3701 
owitherspoon@datric.com 
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PARLIAMENTARIAN  

 Name: 
Spouse: 
Club: 
Address: 
 
 
Home: 
Fax: 
Email: 
 

Keith Middleton 
Sandy  
#42350 Charlotte, Queen City 
621 Wingrave Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28270 
 
704-364-8558 
704-364-8558 
optimistkeith@carolina.rr.com 
 

Officers 2010 -2011                               North Carolina West District  #44

SERGEANT AT ARMS  

 Name: 
Club: 
Address: 
 
 
 
Home: 
Cell: 
Email: 

Howard Bridges 
Jewel  
#44142 Asheville - Erwin 
36 Holly Hill Drive 
Asheville, NC 28806 
 
828-253-4606 
828-778-2068 
Jeweldbrid@charter.net 

CHAPLIN 

 Name: 
Spouse: 
Club: 
Address: 
 
 
Home: 
Email: 
 

Thomas Wilkins 
Betty  
#42217 Hidden Valley 
937 Log Cabin Road 
Charlotte, NC 28213 
 
704-596-6960 
TWilkn@aol.com 
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Achievements & Awards & Activities  

 Name: 
Club: 
Spouse: 
Address: 
 
 
Home: 
Mobile: 
Email: 
 

 Richard  Highland 
#42217 Charlotte, Hidden Valley 
Gladys 
7815 Glencannon Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28227 
 
704-536-3152 
980-254-2731 (Richard) 
highlandchrl@bellsouth.net (Richard) 
 

Bulletin Editor  

 Name: 
Club: 
Spouse: 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
Home: 
Mobile: 
Email: 
 

Ronald C. Hare 
#42217 Charlotte, Hidden Valley 
Elizabeth 
 
931 Log Cabin Road 
Charlotte, NC 28213 
 
 
704-596-5136 
704-651-2541 
rhare1@carolina.rr.com 

Committees 2010 -2011                           North Carolina West District  

Communication Contest For the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (CCDHH)  

 Name: 
Clubs: 
 
 
Address: 
 
 
Home: 
Email: 
 

Anita Mapes 
#44115 Claremont 
 
 
1003 Lyle Haven Drive 
Conover, NC 28613 
 
828-640-7833 
optianita@yahoo.com 

 




